ROBERT FULTON

saved up for the occasion, he exchanged them for a bag of gun-
powder and several sheets of pasteboard. "Please don't roll up
these sheets, Mr. Howard," he said to the storekeeper.

"All right if you say so," replied the storekeeper. "But tell me
what you're going to do with them.3'

"Wait till tonight, and you'll see."

That night the villagers were startled to see Robert's "new-
fangled shooting candles" flashing through the air. The thirteen-
year-old inventor had become the celebrity of the town.

Always inventing things. Always drawing pictures. And often-
times getting into trouble because of his too fertile imagination.
On one occasion he precipitated a fight between the townspeople
and the Hessian soldiers who were quartered in the neighbor-
hood. The town authorities, in order to avoid trouble between the
civilians and the soldiers, had stretched a rope at a designated
place with instructions that neither the townspeople nor the Hes-
sians were to cross that rope. Whereupon Robert drew a picture
of the townspeople invading the Hessian side of the rope and
putting the enemy to the sword. This provocative picture, dis-
played in the public square, served as an instigation to both sides.
A serious riot broke out, and it was only with difficulty that the
cooler heads among the two factions were able to prevent blood-
shed.

Stirring times, and stirring thoughts. Robert couldn't make up
his mind as to his future career. Should he devote himself to me-
chanics, or to painting? Or, perhaps, to fighting? General Wash-
ington needed plenty of fighting men. But Robert was neither
strong enough, nor old enough, for the rigors of a military life,
"You are meant for the peaceful pursuits, my boy," said his
mother. She sent him to Philadelphia, where for three years he
knocked about as a jeweler's apprentice, an architect's assistant,
and an occasional painter of miniature portraits.

One of the men whose portraits he painted was Benjamin
Franklin. The elderly statesman encouraged him in his work and
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